[Respiratory virus infections in children].
Eighty to ninety percent of pathogens responsible for acute respiratory infections in children are viruses, but despite advances in virology these organisms are isolated in only 20 to 45 percent of the cases. Studies conducted outside hospitals have provided epidemiological data. The virus most frequently encountered is the respiratory syncytial virus. The main clinical feature of these respiratory viral infections is obstruction of the bronchioles, and their immediate or delayed danger is the risk of chronic obstructive bronchitis. Treatment is symptomatic, but specific antiviral agents, notably ribavirin, are useful in severe infections.